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1.  Subject  report  is  forwarded  as  inclosure  for  review  and  evaluation 
in  accordance  with  paragraph  5b,  AR  525-15. 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  appro¬ 
priate  benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current 
operations  and  may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material. 
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DEPAKTMENT  CP  THE  AFKY 
HEADQUARTERS,  UTH  ARMORED  CAVALRY  REQIMEHT 
APO  San  Franoisoo  96257 

It  (U)  FZIEFE^ESt 

9th  Infantry  Dlvialon  GPORD  50^7«  (Operation  AKRON),  30  May  1967* 

b,  Uth  Ancred  Caralxy  Reginant  QPCHID  10-67  (Operation  AKRON),  U  June  1967. 

Of  Hap  Serlea  L7011,  Vietnam,  Sheeta  6330  LillL',  61i30  I-XV 

2,  (U)  NAME  AND  TYPE  OF  OPERATION.  9th  Infantry  Division  Cporatlon  AKRON, 
Jungle  Clearing,  Search  axklDeairoyf 

3#  (U)  DATES  OP  OPERATION,  090600H  -  271653H  June  1967. 

Ilf  (U)  LOCAHONf  The  area  of  operationa  was  conflnad  primarily  to  the  HAT  DIG!' 
SECRET  ZONE  In’TRUSTTUY  Provlnoe  weat  of  Interprovinoial  Route  2. 

5.  (U)  C(MMAND  AND  COtmtOL  HEADQUARTERS, 

a.  Operation  AKRON  waa  controlled  by  Headquartera,  9th  Inf m try  Division 
with  1st  Brigade,  9Ui  Infantry  OLviaion,  and  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  (-)  the  par' 
ioipating  headquarters.  The  reporting  officer  for  this  report  is  Colonel  Roy  W. 
Parley,  Cowroanding  Qffloer,  Uth  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment. 

b.  Subordinate  conmandera  during  the  operation  wore  as  foUovat 
lat  Squadron,  Uth  Aniared  Cavalry  -  LFC  Martin  D.  HoweU 

3rd  Squadron,  Uth  Armored  Cavalxy  »  LTC  Arthur  F.  Cochran 

Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Troop,  Uth  Armored  Cavalry  -  CPT  Hardn  L.  Doerr 

Air  Cavalxy  Troop,  Uth  Armored  Cavalry  ••  MAJ  Francis  B,  Martin 

37th  Medioal  Conq>any  -  CPT  Dennis  J.  Blais 

919th  Engineer  Company  »  CFT  Donald  J.  Crocker 

tj09th  Radio  Research  Detaohment  -  ILT  Fr/mk  Zachar 

Siilst  MUitary  InteUigenoe  Detachment  *  MAJ  Cornelius  Cray 

Uth  Public  Information  Detaohment  -  CPT  Owen  W.  Ditchflold 

Battery  B,  7th  BattaUon,  9th  Artillery  .  CPT  Ralph  P«  Swofford  III 

35th  Ranger  BattaUon  (III  Corps  -  ARVN)  ••  CPT  Jared  L.  Bates,  Advisor 

52ad  Ranger  BattaUon  (16th  Inf  Dlv  -  j\RVN)  -  CPT  Alexander  P.  Shine,  Advisor 

6.  (C)  QENERAi<»  Operation  AKRON,  controlled  by  Headquarters,  9th  Infantry 
Division  was  l^iiaied  to  seek  out  and  destroy  Viet  Cong/NVA  foroes  in  the  HAT  DICH 
SECRET  ZONE,  and  to  conduct  jungle  clearing  operationa  along  the  FIRESTONE,  BR1MST(XE. 
and  BUGXSTQNE  TRAILS « 

a.  Task  CIrganiiationf  Control  of  the  operation  was  exercised  by  the  Con- 
mandlQg  Oohoral,  9th  Infantry  Division,  with  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry  ReglAsat  (-) 
attaohed.  The  regimental  oonmiand  post  remained  at  tho  LONO  QIAO  Baas  Camp  vioialty 
XSU39ij6d.  The  initial  task  organisation  is  indloated  bolowt 
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Air  Ccvilry  Troop 

37th  Medioal  Conpaflor 

919th  Bnglnaer  Gonpany 

lt09th  Radio  Rasaaroh  Oataobnant  (•) 

5lABt  Military  Intalllgeao#  Oataobnant 

let  dq\iadren 

3rd  Squadrons 

3rd  Platooni  919th  Englnaar  Conpaiy 
1  A7L3  l5th  Englnaar  Battalion 
b«  Artina27» 

(1)  Svaa  of  Foroaat 

Hosdtior  Battery,  lat  Squadron,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment 
HowltBer  Battery,  3rd  Squadron,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment 
Battery  B,  7th  Battalion,  9th  Artillery  .  105bi  (T) 

(2)  Mlaalona  fired  by  supporting  artillery  were  contact  ndsalana, 
haraaaMnt  and  Intardiotlon  (HAI),  raoonnaiesanoe  by  fire  and  navigatlonal4 

(3)  Concept  of  the  Operations  The  howitier  batteries  organio  to  the 
regiment  were  used  In  dlreot  support  of  their  parent  squadrons  and  In  general  support 
of  maneuver  elements  partlolpating  In  Operation  AKROM.  Kowltier  Battery,  1st  and  3rd 
Squadrons,  Initially  siqsported  operations  from  base  samp  positions*  As  forces  man* 
swrtred  out  of  artillery  range,  Howltser  Battery,  3rd  Squadron  displaced  and  remained 
with  the  squadron  ocnnand  post.  Battery  B,  7th  Battalion,  9th  Artillery  beeame  QFCON 
to  the  reglMnt  la  dlreot  rapport  of  the  52nd  Ranger  Battalll.on  (AR7N)|  the  battery 
dlsplaoed  to  GAM  MI  vicinity  YSls692  In  order  to  support  operstlons  In  Area  UCM* 

(h)  The  tlmallnesa  and  effeotlveneos  of  artiUary  support  was  highly 
Instnimental  in  Inflicting  iwodmum  losses  upon  enemy  forces  and  Installations, 

(5)  During  the  period  &*27  June  1967#  the  following  nmdMr  of  rounds 


were  fired  in  support  of  ground  operational 

Howltser  Battery,  1st  Squadron  1992 
Howltser  Battery,  3rd  Squodrcn  3659 
Battery  B,  7th  Battalion,  9th  Artillexy  626 
Total  Rounds  Expended  6279 


0,  Engineer,  Engineer  support  was  provided  the  regiment  by  the  919th  Engine 
Couny  (Armored),  Gtae  platoon  was  attached  to  the  3rd  Squadron  thrcughout  the  operat 
while  the  Tod  Platoon  supported  the  35th  Ranger  Battalion  (ARVN)  on  the  Idth  mid  17th 
of  June  for  tlio  purpose  of  VC  baee  oa^)  dostruetlon*  In  support  of  the  3rd  Squadron, 
fifteen  mines  were  detected  and  either  removed  or  deetroyedj  three  eapedlent  ford 
eroeslng  sites  wers  eonstruoted  and  one  expedient  type  timber  bridge,  Claea  55»  was 
oonstruotod  to  replsoe  on  AVIB  or.  the  firestone  Trail. 

During  the  early  morning  attack  of  19  Juno,  the  3rd  Platoon  euf fared  two  EHA  and 
twelve  VHA  out  of  the  twonty^six  men  Involved,  Thle  was  due  to  their  ooeTqietlon  of 
that  portion  of  the  perimeter  bearing  the  brunt  of  the  ground  ettaA,  All  platoon 
vehl^s  received  light  or  moderate  damage  with  one  vehicle  alone  taking  alzty»three 
rounds  of  small  arms  snd  ons  RPM  round,  Dus  to  easualtles  and  equipment  dsmagp,  tbo 
tod  Platoon  relieved  the  3rd  Platoon  on  the  20th  of  Jtme  and  eontinued  sippori  tbrnegh 
oat  tho  remaindor  of  tho  oporotlon.  In  eipport  of  tho  35th  AiVV  langsr  lattalAem- 
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•  itwfliMlM  t«w  »«■  th*  M  mUcB  Ml  lif^tltid  te  M  tin  IMi  M<  IfUi  «f  Am 
br  VIWa  tMr'4Uiiai  th»  ditirutiioi  ef  aa  wUnfiya  VO  bM4\  §mp  Nntiaiinf 

of  om  ITf  bunksTB  with  overhead  cover  and  a  connect ing  trench  netwvork*  While  li»- 
Tolved  with  thie  missionf  thirtT-ei^t  mortar  rounds^  three  elaymoro  mineo  and  mia* 
callaneoua  email  arme  ammunition  were  found  and  deatroyodt 

d.  Chemical,  No  chemical  munitions  or  riot  contryl  agente  wore  employed 
during  the  operation. 

e,  Amy  Aviation, 

(l)  General:  The  Regimental  Air  Cavalry  Troop  and  Regimental  Head* 
quarters  Aviation  Section  supported  the  operation  with  thirteen  OH-23* s;  twolve  UH- 
ID'aj  and  nineteen  U!^lC‘e,  The  OH-23* s  were  flown  a  total  of  552  hours,  consumed 
gallcais  of  11^/145  fuel  and  transported  1,022  paaaengers.  The  UH-IC  armed 
helicopters  flew  633  hoursn^ccnsuned  37»9S0  gallais  of,  jp-4  fuel;  fired  283,200  rounds 
7,62tiin,  966  rounds  2,75"  ^d  4,675  rounds  AOcm,  Two  structuros  were  destro^,  Tho 
UH-ID  .helicopters  were  flown  4^  hours,  consumed  25,260  gallons  of  JP-4  fuel,  trans¬ 
ported  854  passengers,  and  carried  6,8  tons  of  cargo  (,^  tens  a  day). 


(2)  Ebployment: 

i 

NUMBffi  OF  SORTIES 

Conmand  & 

Control 

Reconnaissance 

Aerial  Support 
&  Reaction  Jorcc« 

OH.23 

777 

65 

'  / 

UR-IC 

42 

7U 

UB-ID 

152 

Troop  Lift 

Cargo  Lift 

Casualty  Evacuation 

UH-ID 

167 

232 

20 

Total  of  2,055  sorties  flown  in  suppci’t  of  the  operation, 

(3)  Techniques: 

Proven  concepts  were  onplo;''td  during  this  operation  with  no 

ificant  changes, 

(4)  Maintenance: 

On  Hand  Available 

OR-23  13  9.e** 

UH-IC  19  15.6 

UH-ID  12  10.3 

*  Lor  availability  of  OH-23’ s  is  duo  to  a  continuous  loss  of  generators,  and  oxces- 
sivt  time  for  arrival  of  roplacwaent  parts, 

f,  Air  Ferdv,  Proliminary  coordination  wr.s  natle  with  th^  Vth  Infantry 
Division  TACP,  Since  only  two  0-1  aircraft  arc  available  to  the  rcfjljacnt,  consider¬ 
able  scheduling  difficulties  were  encountered;  howovtr  the  9th  Infantry  Division  did 
supplement  the  FAC  resources  of  the  regiment.  In  i.ioet  instances  tho  Blackhoree  FhC 
were  able  to  meet  all  of  their  com  ittounts  without  requiring  outside  assistance. 

The  TACP  resainod  with  the  regimental  TOC  at  LOtX)  GIAO.  No  coraunications  diffleul- 
tlos  between  the  3rd  Squadron  and  the  T/XP  were  cocpvjrlcnccd,  however  much  mere  offic- 
iont  and  responsive  FAC  sorvlco  could  have  been  provided  if  the  3rd  Squadron  would 
hare  operated  within  the  FM  radio  capability  of  the  0-1  (ilrcrr.ft.  Under  the  present 
setup.  If  the  3rd  Squadron  desires  FAC  assistance  they  must  Ofltch  to  tho  FAC  floq- 
umey.  No  problem  exists  in  this  vein;  hcw«vcr  if  tha  FAC  desires  to  contact  the 
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3rd  SqiuAdren  and  inTorm  them  of  any  targeia  or  pending  dangers  he  is  not  able  to  do  sc 
hsoauM  of  firequenoy  limitations  on  FAC  radios.  The  noar  proxinity  of  this  oper* 
atien  to  LONG  OIAO  did  not  require  continuous  airboi*ne  FAC  coverage  during  daylight 
hours#  Full  PAO  beverage  was  provided  by  a  ocobinaticn  of  strip  alert  at  LONG  GIAO 
and  tlrbcms  ilreraft# 

FAC  and  tactical  XighterA®bor  sorties  flown  in  support  of  the  3rd  Squadron, 

11th  Ayjaored  Cavalry  Rsginent  during  Operation  AKRON  wore  as  follows: 

(1)  Total  0-1  Sorties  -  90 

(a)  Forward  Air  Control  -  28  (72:35  hours) 

(b)  Convoy  Escort  -  A2  (100:55  hours) 

(e)  Visual  Reconnaissance  -  18  (  28:40  hours) 

(d)  Maintenance  -  2  (0:55  hours) 

(2)  Plghtcr/Bcnbor  Support 

(a)  Total  strike  aircraft  missions  -  43 

(b)  ToMl  strike  aircraft  s^ties  -IOC 

(e)  Immediate  nisslone  -  7  (lO  sorties) 

(d)  nreplenned  missiens  -  3j^  (90  sorties) 

(3)  Size  and  Caipositicn  of  Forces: 

(a)  Immediate  Yiissione  -  by  flight: 


2  Ai-n 

lAM^:  -  81 

1  AC-47 

21|0(X)  7*62Bin  /  45  FLires 

1  AC-45 

/  54  Flares 

1  AC-47 

20,000  7.62mn  /  30  Flares 

1  AC.47 

/  20  FLares 

2 

F-5 

12MK  -  82 

2 

F-lOO 

8MK 

-  82  /  1200  20m 

(b) 

Preplanned  nieslcns  -  by  flight; 

2 

F-lOO 

8  KK-82  /  1600  2Cfcri 

3 

F-lOO 

6  MK-82  /  6  750  N/J» 

3 

F-lOO 

8  MK-82  /  4  750  NAP  /  1600  20*1 

2 

F-lOO 

4  MK-82  /  4  750  NAP  /  1600  20*i 

♦2 

r-100 

4  KK-82  /  4  750  NAP 

3 

F-lOO 

4  MK-82  /  4  750  NAP  /  1500  20m 

2 

F-lOO 

4  MK-82  /  4  750  NAP 

3 

F-4C 

12  MK-82  /  4  750  NAP  /  2400  20m 

3 

F-4C 

12  MK-82  /  4  750  NAP  /  3600  20m 

•2 

F-IDO 

Ordnance  Expended  U!8:Na/N 

n 

B-37 

3  KK-65 

2 

F-lOO 

4  )«C-82  /  4  750  N.AP  /  400  2Cm 

2 

F-lOO 

6  HC-02  /  4  750  NAP  /  2  UU-3 

3 

F-lOO 

12  )ft-82 

2 

F-lOO 

4  MK-82  /  2  750  NAP  /  2  UU-3 

3 

F-lOO 

6  m-82  /  4  750  N,AP  /  2  L'aJ-3  /  2400  20n 

3 

F-lOO 

8  MK-82  /  4  750  NAP 

2 

F-lOO 

6  M-U6  /  2  750  J4\P 

3 

F-lOO 

6  M-il7  /  6  750  MAP 

4 

F-4C 

12  )fC-82  /  4  750  N.\P  /  4  UU-3  /  4400  2Qm 

3 

F-lOO 

8  KK-82  /  4  750  NAP  /  1800  2Qm 
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2  P-100 

U  liK-82  /  U  750  NAP 

/  1200  20J;m 

2  F-lOO 

U  MK-82  /  4  750  NAP 

/  1600  20nm 

2  F-lOO 

1  M-U7  /  2  750  NAP 

(Due  to  weather) 

2  F-lOO 

6  MIC-32  /  2  LAU-3 

3  F-lOO 

6  MK-82  /  4  750  NAP 

/  2  LAU-3 

2  F-lOO 

8  MK-82 

3  F-lOO 

6  MK-82  /  4  750  N/vP 

/  2  LAU.3 

2  F-lOO 

4  MK-82  /  2  750  NAP 

/  2  LAU-3 

2  F-lOO 

4  MK-82  /  2  750  NAP 

/  2  LAU-3 

3  F-lOO 

8  MK.82  /  4  750  NAP 

/  2  UU-3 

3  F-lOO 

6  MK-a2  /  2  750  NAP 

3  F-lOO 

6  MC-82  /  6  750  NAP 

3  F-lOO 

6  MK-82  /  6  750  NAP 

3  F-lOO 

6  MK-82  /  6  750  m 

*2  F-lOO 

4  M-117 

Sl^spxjt  nlssione. 

(a)  Bnploynent  and  Results:  All  but  four  nissicnft  flown  in  support 
of  the  3rd  Squadron  were  executed  by  Blackhorse  FAC,  Increasing  inclement  weather 
necessitated  the  use  of  lew  level  doliverod  ordnance;  e,g,,  MK-82  high  fTage,  nanalm; 
and  2Chm,  Although  the  MK-e2  baab  (500#)  is  not  as  effective  as  the  M-117  (750#)  bonl 
the  tactical  aircraft  were  able  to  deliver  much  mere  ordnance  on  targets  in  weather 
which  wou].d  have  been  prohibitive  to  the  larger  type  ordnance.  The  benb  damage 
assessment  (EDA)  Indicates  that  more  reliable  intelligence  is  still  badly  needed, 

(a)  Recap  of  ordnance  delivered, 

MK-65  1000#  BOMBS  -  3 

M-117  750#  BaiBS  -  17 

MK-82  500#  BOMBS  -218 

MK-81  '  250#  BOMBS  -  16 


BLU-3  or  BLU-27  750#  NnP.iM  BOMB 

-  110 

L'*U-3  RX  PODS  (19  P-VPOD) 

22 

Flares 

-  149 

20tT:  Rounds 

-25,300 

7,62rti  Rounds 

-41,000 

(b)  Bomb  damage  assessment  (post  strike  nissicn  report), 
KBA  -  Confirmed  -  17  /  possible  -  22 
bunkers  or  fcocholes  destroyed,  damaged  or  uncovered  -  6 
Trenches  destroyed,  damaged  or  uncovered  -  190 


Secondsiry  fires  -  10 
Trails  luicovered  -  i»00  meters 

g.  Civic  Action  /  Psychological  V/arfare. 

(l)  Civic  Action:  During  Operation  AKRCT^,  the  3rd  Squadron  conducted 
MmCAPS  at  CAM  MT  (TS  1*62925)  and  AP  HOUWG  SA  (YS  l*flW}10),  A  total  of  13A  patients 
were  trsatod.  In  addition,  using  cocrnoditlos  provided  by  the  rogLnont,  the  3rd 
Squadron  donated  1,200  lbs  of  rice,  952  lbs  of  powdered  milk,  72  gallone  of  cooking 
oil,  700  lbs  of  com  meal,  1200  lbs  of  rolled  wheat,  900  lbs  of  bulgar  wheat  ana 
50  lbs  of  assorted  candy  to  needy  peopde  in  the  CAM  MST  area.  With  voluntary  con¬ 
tributions  free  nsobers  of  the  3rd  Squadron,  a  tslevision  sot  was  purchased  and  do¬ 
nated  to  the  people  of  CAM  MY,  A  televislcn  antenna  was  also  proeldert  and  crectwl 
by  the  3rd  Squadron, 
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(2)  PSYOPS  aotlvitleBi  PSYOPS  support  to  tho  opcr<*itlon  eonalstad  of 
a  tcial  of  tvtlve  loadtpeakor  •  leaflet  nlsslcns  during;  which  l,3^BfOOO  leaflet* 
war*  dropped*  Eight  types  of  leaflets  woro  dropped*  A  total  of  twelve  special  tdpes 
were  used  during  8  hours  and  10  minutes  of  spoakor  tino*  The  basic  themes  of  the 
tapes  included  cu^rfw  inetructions,  rally  instructions,  warnings  to  the  VC  that  they 
would  be  defeated,  exploitation  of  VC  hancsioknoss,  and  the  publicising  of  the  969 
Rewerd  for  Information  Program* 

(3)  Obsorvations!  Tho  good  will  generated  by  the  active  CA/PSYOP  pro- 

fram  during  Op^ation  AKKCN  was  clearly  demonstrated  by  a  forewell  banquet  hold  by 
he  people  of  CAM  MY  for  the  cGf!r.iandor  and  staff  of  the  3rd  Squadron  shortly  after 
the  conclusion  of  -\KR0N,  The  squadron  S-3»  who  directed  much  of  the  Ci\/PSY0P  oper* 
ations  in  the  operational  aroai  received  special  recognition  by  tho  people* 

7.  (C)  INTELLIGENCE* 

•a  Anticipated  enemy  situation: 

(l)  At  present,  no  major  VC  Main  Force  units  are  known  to  bo  occupy* 
ing  the  area  of  operations*  Elements  of  the  6Ath  Rear  Service  Group  and  looal  units 
con  be  expected  to  be  encountered  throughout  the  area  of  operations  and  to  oppose 
our  movement  with  sniping,  mines,  and  limited  defensive  action,  especially  in  tho 
area  of  stores  and  caches.  Main  force  units  could  reoccupy  the  area  without  warning 
prior  to  our  movement  into  the  area  of  operations.  All  likely  avenues  of  approach 
for  araored  vehicles,  to  include  main  roads,  ore  expected  to  be  mined,  5th  VC  Div¬ 
ision  can  bo  expected  to  counter-eweep,  cither  by  attacking  forward  bases  in  the 
area  of  operations,  or  by  attacking  friendly  installaticns  or  convoy*  outside  the 
area  of  operationa, 

(2)  order  of  Battle: 

(a)  Composition  and  disposition: 


UNIT 

STRENGTH 

LOCATION 

DATE 

EVU 

Earns 

5th  Dlv  HQ 

500 

IS 6084 

26  May 

A—2 

5th  Dlv  Pwd  CP 

Unk 

YS6392 

31  Kay 

A-3 

274th  Rtgt  (-) 

1300 

YS6479 

3  Jun 

A-3 

1/274 

350 

YT5704 

31  May 

F-3 

275th  Rogt 

1100  (?) 

Unloc  vie 

YS6293 

89th  iU  Gp 

550 

Unloc 

Prob  w/5th  Div  HQ 

64th  Roar  Sve  Gp 

1350 

TS4784 

6  Apr 

C-3 

HQ  only 

DU5  Lf  Bn  (-) 

300 

YS5460 

28  May 

f-2 

C3/t)445 

100 

Unloc  vie 

YS2677 

F-3 

C240  Lf  Co 

120 

YS2fl90 

22  May 

F-2 

C20  Lf  Co 

Unk 

Unloc  vie 

TS4004 

CHAU  DUC  Diet  Co 

(b;  Strength: 


1  'Cccnltted  faces:  Within  the  area  of  operatiens,  olenente 
of  Group  64,  the  C240  Lf  Company,  the  C20  Lf  Company,  and  C3/DU.5  must  bo  considered 
Inaediately  available  fa  enplojrnent*  It  Is  also  possible  that  an  NV.\  replacement 
unit  of  up  to  battalion  sice  could  be  oicountacd  on  its  way  through  the  arui  to 
reinfaeo  the  5th  VC  Dlrleion* 

2  P.einfaccsaente:  The  5th  VC  Division,  with  the  274th  and 
275th  Reglmente,  can  be  ecrrdtted  in  the  eastern  paticn  of  the  area  of  opuratino 
within  24  heure  after  ccrrcnclng  novenunt.  It  is  also  possible  that  the  274th 
could  reoccupgr  its  old  bases  in  the  >UT  DICK  prla  to  .ho  initialion  of  Opaatlcn  • 
AXRON.  If  the  multiplicity  of  agwit  repate  of  NVA  regiments  and  battalions  hevs 
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any  foundation,  it  is  pcsslblc  that  an  NVA  battalion  f'r  rorinont  could  alro  be  c^iv- 
mltted  within  2U  hours.  How'cvcr,  no  rcf.incnts  arc  believed  to  be  in.  the  5th 
Division  area,  olthoufh  a  battalion  size  nucleus  for  the  yet  to  bo  formed  third 
regiment  nay  be  pre’sent.  In  aiditien  to  linown  5tli  Division  olcnents,  the  DaL5  TF 
battalion  (-)  could  novo  into  the  area  of  operatioa  in  ?U  to  2*0  hours. 

2,  Personnel:  The  5th  Division  is  nt  about  2*0^  etrcnfth 
overall.  This  is  mainly  duo  to  the  Lack  of  a  third  rc£;incnt.  However,  i  oLh  reruain- 
ing  regiments  arc  under strenri-h.  The  272,t.h,  the  stronger  of  the  two,  has  about 
65JS  of  the  TOE  strength  of  2500.  The  2751  h  is  considerably  lower,  probably  around 
2*0^,  Divisiomal  support  clem,  nts  c-c  bcli^-ved  to  be  better  off,  probably  around 
80^  TOE  strength.  The  najor  local  force  unit  in  the  area  of  interest,  the  D2.2.5  IF 
battalion  of  FHUOC  TUY  Province,  is  v.'cll  up  to  strcn(^-h  v;ith  approximately  2*00  men. 

2^  Equijnent:  The  Seviet-CHICOM  f-..r.ily  of  weapons  if  n^w 
found  thi'cughout  the  5th  Divlsicn.  No  rockets  or  hcTavy  nertnrs  have  been  confjrnc!, 
although  the  GSth  aA  Group  rcjicrtedly  has  two  12Cnn  mortars,  A  rallior  report  of 
one  quad  mounted  12.7nn  HMG  within  the  division  has  not  yet  bef‘n  conflrmc-d.  A  minor 
chemical  capability  d<  .'S  oxist  in  tli.at  raanpacked  fl  .j'.c throwers  are  found  in  chem¬ 
ical  platoon  under  div'ricn  control.  One  such  weapon  w.r  captured  from  2/275  in 
March, 


(c)  Tactics:  Frr:,.  prior  cxpericnci  uurinr  irrlur  int.fi  the  1I..T 
DICH  area,  the  VC  c'’n  be  cxpci.ted  to  ’•f  .r'i  t.heir  b.’.sc  cimpr  by  the  extensive  ur.i.  <>f 
nines,  sniping  and  riPG-2*s,  .Jiy  aain  forcu  units  cnccuilered  can  bi,  expected  to  del 
from  prepared  positions,  using  mortars  -.nfl  rccoillesc  rifles,  in  addition  to  th<  ir 
nomal  conplcmcnt  of  antitank  and  autonatic  weapons.  The  5th  Division  c  m  b  .  ex¬ 
pected  to  countcT-swjcp  by  cither  no«inting  diversionary  attacks  elsewhere  or  att  '.ek¬ 
ing  the  operational  forces  directly,  Guch  attacks  would  normally  be  targeted 
ai^lnst  base  camps,  forward  cernand  posts  or  resupply  convoys,  -v  mortar/rocoilloSB 
rifle  attack  c:in  be  cons^dcrcfl  the  inin.l.mur:  to  l.o  cxpiccted  with  the  possibility  of 
a  gramd  attack  or  ambush  always  present.  The  terrain  long  Intnrpr'ivancial  i.outc 
2  and  the  covered  approaches  provfd*.  opportunity  for  enplcyncnt  ff  5th  i>iv- 

ision  forces. 


(d)  Training:  As  rhe^rn  by  the  contacts  the  11th  Armored  Cjv.aliy 
Regiment  has  had  with  VC  main  force  units,  espHjcially  the  21  Hay  anbush,  the  indiv¬ 
idual  VC  is  a  well  trained,  ccmpetciitly  led,  prafcssion  l  .soldica*.  The  recent  inflt  r 
of  NVA  units  and  fillers  will  furtbor  increase  th«.  already  high  state  cf  t:  ainii.g 
in  the  5th  VC  Division, 

(fc)  Logistics:  P.csuppLy  cl'  1!k  5th  VC  Division  lants  i  huidUd 
by  the  82*th  Lear  Service  Croup  v.'hlch  op'<:ratc5  throughout  the  area  of  "p-.r  tion 
well  as  cast  to  the  MAY  TkO  mountain  are’..  Services  prcvifled  by  tho  ^'.rcAip  jnciU'lc 
quartomaster,  transportation,  ordnance,  medical,  prMuctirn  •'.nd  financw,  I’h- 
ruin  oast-west  supjply  route  crossi  s  Intcrprf’vinci  1  L.utt  2  in  the  NGAI  f.lAo,  XA 
B.iNG,  .Slope  30  area  (Y.2*585). 

(f)  Corbet  efficiency:  The  5th  Diva.-'lrn's  efficiency  ‘.s  a  -div¬ 
ision  Is  quest! enable  due  tc  tbv  lack  •'f  >  third  rcglrent  and  inrufflcient  i-i- 
scnncl  in  the  oth.r  two  regir.entr.  The  275th  in  p'rticul'u-  has  ”  poor  r«cojai. 
although  it  has  still  .mounted  Latt  li  n  (f  )  oper  tions  such  as  G.J!  T.'.N  ert  6  M.  v 
(2S0182),  In  the  LO  0:!M  (^55155)  ct.i  ri  of  20  .March,  the  sv.caid  battalion  wa.a  re¬ 
ported  to  Invu  been  reduced  tc  less  th  n  ICO  r.«.n,  'nd  as  ;•  result  disb.an  led.  If 
this  is  tniKj,  the  combat  effcctivencs:  of  the  275  2’  •''t  is  about  that  of  .  full 

strength  battalion.  The  272.  r.cgirient,  althoug*  •'t  less  than  full  str-  ngth,  is  still 
an  effective  fighting  force.  It  has  .a  fine  coro'.t  re’c  rd,  even  ag.aln't  "h  tro',5. 

The  272»th  cc ;  be  eapiectcd  t  -  put  up  strong  r*.-.‘tancv;  if  ungagc-l.  The  cc^.L-t 
effectiveness  uf  the  local  fcrc<.  units  Is  ,vn>-r'-Ll/  unkn  except  f-.r  the  02*2,5 
which  Is  rated  fVilIy  cciab.at  effective. 

I,  Actual  -namy  situ'ti-n: 

The  intolllgvnc?  e-stir.at'is  pr  par  d  far  Oj^r  tl'rj  pr'vi-d  i.c  !«■  'C'-ur.t.. 

■^cll  prepared  fortifications,  mall  bate  c  .-.j  s  ji  i  nu.-'rcus  bu.'...>..’'r.,  trefici  i  -n  i 
foxhcle*  were  f^^und  during  the  opxratirri,  i  th'  r  si  i  rt,  contact'  .it  h  in. 

w-ro  limited  to  sr.all  unit  actlcns.  The  most  sijTiificant  ng  g.r  ul  icrurr*.  i  .. 
tho  ncrnlng  cf  19  June  at  0115H  when  tho  3ri  iqua  !r  n  c  rr.an '  poot  with  K  Tr-'oj  .uvi 
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3r<i  PX«toen»  919th  Bhglneer  Cmpanjrt  loeatad  vicinity  YS447625  euatained  an  Intansive 
groun!  attack  fVon  an  eBtlmated  reinforced  VC  battalicni.  The  VC  did  not  att«npt  to 
overrun  the  perimeter,  but  fired  into  it  vdth  small  arms,  machine  guns,  mortare, 

57m  and  75*®  recoilless  rifles,  M-79  r/enade  launchers  and  heavy  machinaguns.  Fire 
was  returned  with  all  organic  weapons  to  include  mortars  and  artillery,  and  LFT's 
and  Air  Force  flare  ships  provided  suppressive  fires*  The  VC  broke  contact  with  the 
perimeter  at  0200H  and  as  they  withdrew  to  the  west  they  overran  a  K  Troop  patrol, 
vicinity  ys/f47833  resulting  in  six  US  KHA  from  the  patrol.  Six  VC  bodies  and  numer¬ 
ous  abandoned  weapons  were  found  near  the  patrol*  During  the  attack,  the  M  Ccnpany 
perimeter  received  an  estimated  eight  rounds  of  mortar  fire,  vicinity  YS4if5850*  At 
first  light,  a  search  revealed  forty^five  VC  bodies  around  the  oonmnrid  post.  Addit¬ 
ional  bodies  were  found  east  of  ^terprovlnoial  Route  2  along  the  withdrawal  route 
of  the  attacking  VC  force*  A  detailed  study  of  the  numerous  documents  found  in  the 
battle  area  indicate  that  the  attack  was  probably  mounted  by  the  2nd  Battalion,  27Ath 
Regiment,  with  at  least  the  3rd  Company  of  the  1st  Battalion  and  divisional  artillery 
elements  supporting.  VC  losses  were  fifty-six  KIA  (BC),  two  PW  (WIA);  one  M-79 
grenade  launcher,  one  SKS  carbine,  four  AK-A7  assault  rifles,  five  RPG-2  rocket 
launchers,  one  50  Sffi},  one  Typo  56  CHICOM  carbine,  one  Ml  carbine,  two  BAH's, 
two  T3rpe  53  carbines,  fort3r-two  hand  grenades  and  a  large  amount  of  ammunition  cap¬ 
tured* 


ci  Sources  of  informailon: 

Various  sources  of  information  were  utilized  before  and  during  Operation  AKRON 
to  collect  information  of  Viet  Cong  activities.  Preliminary  estimates  were  prepared 
from  Viet  Cong  installation  lists,  SPAR  and  other  apent  reports.  Periodic  Intelligence 
Reports  (II  FFCRCE  V),  terrain  studies,  climatxc  weather  studies  and  reports  received 
through  Vietnamese  intelligence  channels.  Daily  Intelligence  was  obt.ained  from  inter- 
rogation  reports  and  both  ground  and  AoriU.’ surveillance  and  reconnaissance  activities* 
Reconnaissance  operations  were  supplemented  by  night  vision  devices*  Captured  enemy 
documents  and  other  material  were  also  helpfUl  in  providing  information  of  the  VC 
situation. 

8.  (C)  MISSION. 

The  nth  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  (-)  was  to  cer.duet  reeerjialss ar.ee  and  . 
search  and  destroy  operations  to  destroy  VC/^A  forces  and  Installations,  and  to  bo 
prepared  to  provide  security  for  engineer  work  forces  in  sector, 

9*  (C)  CONCEhT  OF  THE  OPgRATIQN. 

a*  nth  Armored  Car  airy  Regiment  (-)  conducts  operation  in  two  phases,  ut¬ 
ilizing  two  armored  cavalry  souadrons  and  av.vilable  ARVN  forces. 

b»  Phase  I.  3rd  Squadron  conducts  reconnaissance  and  scorch  and  destroy 
operations  in  coordination  and  cooperation  with  the  35th  Ranger  Battalion  (ARVN) 
along  Interprovineial  Route  2  and  in  AO  BOOT  and  .lO  SADDLE. 

a*  Phase  II.  Secures  engineer  clearing  of  Blackstcne  and  Firestone  Traxls 
east  of  N-S  grid  line  37}  continues  reconnaissance  .and  sororch  and  destroy  operations 
in  TAOR. 


d*'  let  Squadron  continues  Operation  KITTY  Hi\WK  with  security  of  the  base 
camp  and  OIA  RAt  rdek  quarry  and  conduets  ROAD  RUIRIER  operations  along  National  Hlgh- 
^my  1}  prepared  to  react  with  troop  slxe  r«inforcrme;-;t  and  prepares  to  seture  engineer 
vork  paHies  along  the  OlaokMone  Trail  east  of  N-5  grid  line  37. 

10*  (C)  EXECUTION. 
y  June 

lit  Squa^Wi  Qpptinued  Operation  KITTY  RiWK,  securing  the  base  c.omp  and  GIA 
RAY  Rock  Ov!arry,^and  <onductir.g  KO/D  RUNNIK  operations  between  LONG  ELNH,  GIA  RAY, 
and  the  basa  ca^, 

3rd  Sousdrju.  Ifiltiated  Operation  .JCRCN  at  0600H  with  Troop  K  clearing  Inter- 
provineiol  Route ’2  to  vicinity  'fSA58900,  Troops  I  and  L  and  Company  M  attacked  to 
seize  Objeotlves  A  (Y53987)  and  C  (TS39^)  ISee  /jinex  B),  Upon  seisuro  of  objeetivee 
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maneuver  elements  Initiated  search  and  dertroy  operation:;  in  AO  SADDLU  (See  /inn>.x  A). 
No  contact  was  made;  squadron  command  post  received  one  round  sniper  fire  vicinity 
73414876  resulting  in  negative  casu^'ltleG, 

Air  Cavalry  Troop.  Continued  to  support  operations,  providing  light  fire  team 
cover, 

10  June 

Ist  Squadron.  Continued  Operation  KiTTli  HA''K, 

3rd  Snuadron,  Continued  search  aid  destroy  cp.,‘r.''tl'^nF  in  AO  S/ulil'  ^  .utirk  f. 
to  seize  Ctojectives  B  (YS3785)  and  D  (Y.‘J3985)«  Troop  I  located  one  KLi  tHC  ) 

vicinity  YS412881;  captured  one  MiLS-36  bolt  .actioni  rifle  vicinity  YS4I0884.  Trcop  j; 
located  and  destroyed  a  base  camp  conta5.ning  10$  bunkers  vicinity  YS388857*  Troon  I. 
destroyed  a  base  camp  containing  twenty  bunkers  vicinity  YS375847  at  1305H,  At 
I3I8H  the  troop  destroyed  a  trench  bunker  complex  100  meters  long  with  100  bunkers 
vicinity  YS377849. 

35th  Ranger  Battalion  (■\RVN).  iecame  direct  support  at  lOOOH  •'nd  moved  by 
foot  into  AO  BOOT  at  1145H. 

Air  Cavalry  Troop.  Continued  support  of  operations, 

11  June 

1st  Squadron.  Continued  Operatiin  KITi’Y  ILA./K, 

3rd  Souadrai.  Continued  search  and  destroy  opcra.i.ions  in  nO  S.iDDLE.  Troor-  K 
evacuated  six  tons  (100  lb  bags)  of  polished  rice  .and  I6OO  pounds  of  salt  vicinity 
YS388858  at  0830H,  Conpanv  M  captured  one  detainee  vicinity  Y5437865  with  CliICOM 
grenade  at  0930H;  at  1145H  ovacu.ated  2,75  tons  polished  rice  vicinity  YS^ 

Destroyed  300  -  4OO  meters  trench  (YS43i869)  and  evacuatud  16OO  pounds  of  rice  .at 
1350H, 

35th  Uan/ier  Battalion  ( JtVN,).  Contlnu  1  se  •«rcli  '•nd  destroy  opi.Tationr  in 
BOOT  witheut  incident. 

Air  C.avalrv  Troop.  Ccxitinued  support  oi  operati  onr , 


12  June 

1st  Snuadron.  Continued  Operation  KITTY  ilA.i', 

3rd  Squadron.  Continued  co.'.rch  n.'  dcstrt  /  cp^jr  tions  in  AO  SADDLA,  >.0  ].  1 
engaged  and  killed  one  VC  (BC)  vicinity  YS448848  at  I6OOH;  at  I6O4H  m  .^C.^V  ri-ct;i/cM 
RPG-2  fire  resulting  in  moderate  ilarr.'.  ,  nno  UC  Kli.,  tiirec  Ub  WH.a  •'Jid  one  Natl<.n.ai 
Policeman  V;H\,  Artillery  supported  vtt!.  '.nkno\>na  n-sult:'.  .t  165011  vjcinlty  vr)4j»a8Ad, 
received  two  rifle  grenades  .and  sporadic  snail  arms  fire  with  nei,.ativi  r  :tMlt.  . 

Troop  K  destroyed  base  camp  containiv.  tw.jnty  Inml.urJ  vicinity  Y33718A8  •  t  14^0H; 
destroyed  thirty^seven  bunkers  vicinity  Yi 362848,  Comrvany  K  evacuated  1.5  ionr. 
polished  rice  and  destroyed  forty-fivu  fortifications  vicinity  YS423856, '  nt  1915H 
an  ACAV  hit  a  mino  vicinity  YS440850  Ic;  iving  a  crater  2x2x6  feet  long  and  rosuitin<; 
in  damage  to  the  suspension  system:  four  Ui  b’H  .;  engaged  one  VC  with  unknown  rcriUltc, 

35th  Ranker  Battalion  (/JiVN),  Continued  op.raticns  in  AO  BOOT,  Located  n  base 
camp  vicinity  YS375885  at  1427H  consistin,-  of  fifty  bunkers,  thirty  mort  ;r  rounds, 
2150  rounds  of  small  arras,  fifty  rounds  M79,  20  lbs  TNT,  revonty-two  .11*  rt  \r  fuses, 
and  twenty  non-olectrie  blasting  caps, 

>Alr  Cavalry  Troop.  Continued  Minport  of  0[v.r  itict.i, 

13  June 

Ist  Souadren.  Continued  0p*r  tia.  Kin*  1  »V;k. 

3rd  Squadron.  Continued  operations  in  .iO  E,  Troon  I  dcstrr^e  J  bas.  c  1  , 
consisting  of  twenty  bunkers,  three  kitchen  huts;  captured  a  UH-18  Cia/io,  e,  tw., 
CHICOM  grenades,  •'nd  one  rifle  vicinity  YA43684C,  Troop  L  destroyed  b  i:c  r.'jnp  civi* 

P-.po  9 


confidential 


tainlng  .twenty-throe  military  etrueturee. 


R^feef  Battalion  (AKVll)>~'Caftttntied-8eQrch^iar  ba8c  cnrap  located  12  Jui>fc 
Tloiniiy  rai75885*  Destroyed  .addlWbntd  ninety  .buiikere  and  elx  SatoloOTtS^OBridn?- 

-K--  /  •  '  »  "  •  ’  ■ 


Troop.  Continued  eupport  of  opcMtions*  LRRP ‘enraged  and  killed- 


one  VC  (BC)  vicinity  YS525963  nt  rounds,  oriT 

claymore,  ono  US-web-i^V-<nicJJSJ^fd  ;im  one  US  canteen. 

14  June 

let  Souadron.  Continued  ^C^emtiai  KITTI-KAViK.t  Troop  C  secured  Engineer  Rome  ..  ; 
Plow  parties  in  zone  along  the  Blaoketono  Trail,  — - - — — . 

3rd  Souadron.  Continued  search  and  destroy  operations  in  KO  SADDLE  and  conducted 
Eagle  Flights,  Troop  I  at  08Q0H,  uncovered  a  bunker  complex  containing  twelve  $x4x4 
fopt  hunker  a,.  onIJ.j»dieel- hut  one-^iand-gifjeaa^^too  canteen,  aj}d  nine 

flashlight  batteries,  vicinity  YS426851,  Tho  bunkers  wore 'ttestro^ 
items  were  evacuated.  At  0930H,  Troop  K  found  ono  bunker  and  two  tunnels  cc 
cooking  pots  and  clothing  vicinity  YS434844,  Emplacement s  wore  destroyed,  1450H, 
2,2  tons  of  rice  (YS468835)  was  captured  and  evacuated. 


3rd  Platoon.  919th  aaginecr  Company,  located,  vicinity  YS452834,  one  Ml/JL  mine 
and  destroyed  it  in  place, 

15  June  - . -  ^ 

1st  Souadren  (-).  Continued  Operation  KITTY  HiM.  Troop  C  continued  security 
of  Ehgineur  Rome  Plow  parties  along  the  Blackstcne  Trail. 


3rd  Souadron,'  Continued  operations  in  AO  SADDLE.  Comnand  post  received  ten 
rounds  of  small  arms  fire  vicinity  YS447837  at  0833H;  there  were  no  casurltics. 

Troop  K  destroyed  a  base  camp  containing  thirty-three  bunkers  .and  three  CBU  vicinity 
YS405825  at  1^5H,  A  tank  with  Troop  L  sustained  minor  C.amage  Arom  an  antitank  mine 
vlei^ty  YS438850  at  0823H}  thore  wore  no  casualties. 


35th  Ranger  Battalion  (.^.RVN).  Moved  overland  from  AO  BOOT  to  vicinity  YS460835, 


Air  Cavalry  Trooo.  Continued  support  of  operations, 
16  Jum 


1st  Souadren.  Continued  Operation  fll'ITY  HnWK  and  security  of  Rome  Plow  parties 
along  the  Blackstono  Trail, 

3rd  Souadron,  Continued  operations  in  AO  SADDLE  and  conducted  Eagle  Flights 
in  area  of  operations  without  achieving  signiflcwant  contact.  Troop  K  found  and  des- 
trpyod  fifteen  bunkers  vicinity  YS408823,  One  bunker  contained  one  VC  gas  mask  made 
trea  a  plastic  bag  and  bloody  rags, 

35th  R^er  Battalion  C.U.VN).  Conducted  oporatiens  in  AO  R.%NGER  (See  /juiox  C) 
without  contact, 

Aii»  ufivutpY  fryyp-  Continued  support  of  operations, 

17  June 

1st  Souadron.  Continued  Operation  KlTTl  R.vnc. 

t  Continued  operations  in  AO  S;j)DLE  and  RANGER  without  contact, 
search  and  destroy  operations  in  .‘roa  38  (Sue  .mnox  D),  At  1435H, 
the  troop  destroyed  fifteen  bunkers,  fifteen  CBU's  and  three  pounds  of  clothing  vic¬ 
inity  YS(|00ft30,  fry)p  K  searched  Area  65  and  at  1430H  destroyed  one  CHICOK  grenade 
(T5411S26),  At  1435H  one  CBU  was  found  and  destroyed  vicinity  YS412B26,  Two  long 
range  roconnaissanes  patrols  (LKTtP)  inserted  into  .\0  HIKE  (See  E)  at  0900H, 

3ith  Ranitor  Battalion  (.VRVN).  Continued  operations  in  AO  R  JIGER  without  contact 
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Air  Cavalry  Troop.  Continued  support  of  cporations,  LRRP  were  inserted  into 
AO  MikE  at  O9OOHJ  ono  patrol  engaged  seven  VC  vicinity  Y^iA97836  resulting  in  five  VC 
KIA  (BC)  at  i7A5H,  Both  patrols  were  extreacted  without  incident. 

18  June 

Ist  Souadren.  Continued  Operation  TITTY  HjJ/K. 

3rd  Squadron.  Continued  operations  conducting  starch  and  destroy  operations 
in  AO  SADDLE  and  RANGER,  Attached  engineer  platoon  developed  streaia  crossings  in 
Area  40,  Conmand  post  displaced  to  YS448826,  closing  at  1430H,  Troop  I  searched  in 
iirea  38  and  at  C805H  destroyed  a  CBIJ  bcanb?;.ct  rigged  with  a  claymore  vicinity  YS413824, 
At  lOlOH  destroyed  two  well  fortifiol  burui'irs,  300  meters  of  trench  and  one  mosshall 
(YS398812J,  Troop  L  conducted  search  and  destroy  activities  in  iirca  33 •  At  0815H, 
elements  of  the  troop  located  an  afcaadoned  village  vicinity  YS430813  vxhich  appeared 
to  have  been  occupied  the  previous  night.  At  0920H,  found  cabandcaied  village  (YG425829/ 
with  indications  2-4  persons  had  oaonpied  the  area.  At  0930H,  the  troop  uncovered  a 
platoon  sized  cr.cnriipment  vicinity  YS425815  with  markings  indicating  the  proa  Wcas 
booby-trapped  and  mined.  Six  foxholes  and  five  L-shaped  mortar  emplacements  were 
also  located  in  the  s.ame  carea.  At  1545H,  elements  of  the  troop  found  a  batt.alion 
sized  assembly  area  including  fresh  foxholes,  footpaths  and  .VC  leaflets, 

35th  Ran.«;er  Battalion  (y>RVN).  Continued  operations  in  .lO  R/JIGER. 

Air  Cavalry  Troop.  Continued  support  of  operations, 

19  June 

1st  Squadron.  Coitinued  Operation  KITTY  K.iV^K. 

3rd  Squadron.  ’  Continued  oper-.tions  in  aO  SiiDDLE  and  R,AIGER,  .it  0115H,  element s 
of  the  1st  Battalion,  274th  VC  l:eginent  launched  a  mortar,  rccoilless  rifle  a.nd 
ground  attack  against  the  conmand  post  defended  by  Troop  K.  Light  fire  teams,  artil¬ 
lery,  and  flareships  supported  with  centact  broken  at  0210H,  VC  losses  were  fifty- 
six  VC  KIA  (BC),  two  seventeen  detainees,  thirteen  weapons,  five  RPG-2  launchers, 
assorted  types  of  grenades,  rocoillcss  rifle  rounds  and  small  arms  ammunition  cap¬ 
tured;  US  losses  wore  nine  KH/l,  thirty-two  WH.i,  one  AVLB  and  six  ACaV‘s  dajaaged.  The 
dqu&dron  (-)  conducted  sweep  of  the  area  west  of  Interprovincial  Route  2  without 
contact,  (See  /.nnox  H  for  detailed  account  of  the  attack  .and  subsequent  actions 
initiated  by  the  reaction  force?,) 

35th  Renner  Battalion  (/JIVN).  Was  extracted  from  vicinity  Y5448826  by  CH-47, 
extraction  ccmpleted  1005H, 

3rd  Squadron.  5th  Cav.alrv  (-).  Became  OPCCaJ  to  the  regiment  at  0854H  and  as¬ 
sisted  in  sweep  operations  south  of  the  Courtenay  Rubber  Plantaticai,  At  1440H,  Troop 
A  engaged  unknown  number  of  VC  vicinity  YS520884,  artillery,  light  fire  teams,  and  air 
strikes  supported  with  unknown  results.  There  wore  two  WH;.  .and  one  AC-.V  d-anaged. 

At  I53OH  Troop  C  found  eight  bodies  (VC  KLi  (BC))  in  fresh  graves.  Bodies  and 
graves  less  than  12  hours  old,  killed  by  small  .anas  anrl  fragnonts  vicinity  YS484864, 

Air  Cavalry  Troop,  Continued  support  of  opxar.ations  :'.nd  3rd  Squadron  ong.agcment 
with  elements  of  274th  VC  Regiment, 

20  June 

1st  Scuadron.  Continued  Operation  KITTY  JLW.'K, 

3rd  Souadren,  Continued  operations  in  nO  S.J)DLE  conducting  s.aturation  patroUin 
without  contact, 

3rd  Squadron,  5th  Ccntlnued  su.arch  and  destroy  operations  south 

of  the  Courtenay  Plantation  without  cont.ict,  .it  1514H,  clomcnts  of  the  squadren 
uncovered  n  hase  camp  100x200  meters  with  bunkers,  ^.Irstrikes  were  employed  against 
the  oaap  producing  five  secondary  brush  fires.  Reverted  to  9th  Infantry  Division 
control  at  1706H. 

.Ur  Cavalry  Troop.  Continued  support  of  opwations,  conducting  surveillance 
of  the  area  of  operations  and  provided  light  fire  tear,  support  for  the  sqiuadron, 
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21  JUM 

iBt  Squadron i  Continuod  Oporition  KITTY  HAV/K. 

3rd  Souadron*  Continued  operatiche  Ih  AO  SADDLE.  At  103LH,  3rd  Platoon.  919t 
Siglneer  Company  received  three  rounds  sniper  fire  vicinity  YS450905J  the  area  was 
searched  with  negative  results. 

S2nd  Ranger  Battalion  (ARVN).  Become  direct  support  to  the  regiment  at  0734H 
and  moved  south  from  the  bass  camp  to  AO  LION  (Soe  Annex  F). 


2.  Continued  support  of  operations. 


22  June 


1st  Spuadron.  Continued  Operation  KITTY  H/iWK. 

3rd  Souadrw  (•■).  Continued  operations  in  ^iO  SiiDDLE.  ^roop  I  conducted  cordon 
and  search  of  lXnO  LOM  vicinity  YS455Cd5  without  incident*  Troop  K  provided  direct 
support  for  the  52nd  Ranger  Battalion  in  AO  LION.  Troop  L  socurod  Enginocr  Rene  Plow 
pax^les  along  the  Firestone  IVail* 

32nd  Ranger  Battalim  (ARVNh  Comnencod  soarch  and  destroy  operations  in  AO 
LION  with  noop  K  providing  direct  support.  Battery  B,  7th  BattallOTi  9th  /irtillery 
provided  Supporting  fires  free  Vicinity  CAM  MY. 

Air  Cavnlrv  Troop.  Contlnbed  support  of  operations  and  provided  three  Eagle 
Flights  to  3<'d  Squadron.  At  1900H  found  ^  lb  of  documents  and  5  lbs  of  medical 
supplies;  destroyed  structure  vicinity  YS45SS904 

23  June 

lit  Souadren.  Continued  Operation  KITTY  HAMK« 

3rd  Sousdrai  Continued  operations  in  AO  S.U)DLE.  Troop  I  comiucted  cordon 
and  search  and  MBbCAP  vicinity  XA  BONG  (YSA67d5S);  treated  eighty  patients.  Troop  K 
continued  direct  support  of  52nd  Ron'  er  Battalion.  Troop  L  continued  security  of 
engineor  work  parties.  Cemnw  M  destroyed  300  meters  of  trench  and  seventy-five 
reinforced  bunkers  vicinity  at  m5H. 

32nd  Ranger  Battalion  (ARVN).  Continued  operations  in  AO  LION  without  contact. 

Air  Cavalry  Troop.  Continued  support  of  operations;  provided  throe  Eagle  Flighti* 


2J»  June 

let  Squadron.  Continued  Operation  KITTY  HAWK. 

3rd  Sou^cn  (-»)«  Continuod  operations  in  AO  SADDLE;  ccnductod  MEDCaP  at  CAM 
MY  treanugSOCTpatimts.  Troop  K  continued  direct  ■upport  to  52r.d  Ranger  Battalion. 
Troop  L  continued  security  of  ongiiieor  work  parties  along  Firestone  Trail.  Company  ^ 
located  base  eanp  consisting  of  1200  motors  of  trenches  and  seventy-five  reinforced 
bunkers  vicinity  YS388836  at  lOOOH.  3rd  Platocn.  919th  Enidneer  Ccananv  ecnducted 
mine  sweeping  operations  along  Interprovlnoial  Route  2;  located  and  destroyed  nine 
mines  vicinity  T5A58896. 

32^  Battnlicn  (ARVN).  Continued  operations  in  AO  LION  with  Troop  K. 

At  0910Hf  3A00  pounds  of  ewent  and  seven  gallons  of  cooking  oil  at  TS515C35  were 
found  and  evoeuatsd. 

25  June 

lit  SflUfldren.  Continued  Operation  KITTY  H/JIC. 

3rd  Sfluflibrp.  Continued  eearch  and  deetroy,  cordon  and  eesreh*  MB)C/i?|  nine 
sweeping  ai^  saturation  patrolling  in  AO  5<J)DLE.  Troop  1  conducted  search  ^and  desire, 
opsratlonp  in  Areas  19.  24.  and  13  (Set  Annex  0).  It  U50N.  fourtsen  dstalnoos  ware 
swaeuatsd  to  DUC  THAN  district  hsadquarters  ttm  the  oraa  of  155457839  Mid  lS499e37« 
Tro^  K  sscurod  pisWp  tons  (FZ)  fer  sxtra^ion  of  52nd  Ringer  Battalion  and  sondustM 
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IMrdon  and  searoh  of  AP  HUONG  SA  (YS4fi36l2)«  bonded  three  male  detainees  who 

were  evaeuated  to  DUG  THAN  and  oonduoted  a  KEDQi^  lvaatlns  fifty  piatiento*  Troop  li 
ecntlimed  eeovurity  of  Rome  Plow  parties  along  tnl»  Piroston*  Trail,  Company  M  coin-> 
plated  deatruetion  of  base  aamp  found  on  24  June,  At  074OH  the  troop  found  and  des¬ 
troyed  a  US  hand  grenade  rigged  for  inaediate  detonation  when  the  pin  was  removed 
▼icinity  YSa5875t 

2nd  Katem.  S19th  ihglneer  Cencany.  Sw»pt  totorprortnclal  Route  2  for  mlnos 
south  Arom  YS458d96,  At  1630H|  two  antitank  nines  were  located  (15454867)  and  des¬ 
troyed*  One  was  an  RPO-2  rigged  as  a  nine* 

52nd  R^gor  BAttalian  (ARyN).  Was  extracted  by  CH-47  firem  PZ  vicinity  Y5525840; 
extraction  completed  at  IIZqH, 

CAvajlpr  Troop.  Continued  support  of  operations, 

27  Juno 

1st  Souadron,  Continued  Operation  KXTTY  HAWK*  At  1917H,  the  squadron  (-)  moved 
to  reinforce  the  18th  Infantry  Division  (ARVN)  in  contact  with  the  3rd  Battalion^ 
275th  VC  Regiment  vicinity  AP  PHU  CAT  (IT3231). 

3rd  Scfuadron,  Continued  operations  in  AO  S/J}0LE*  Conmenoed  extraction  from 
operational  area*  Troop  L  waa  relieved  of  security  for  engineer  work  parties  along 
the  Firestone  Trail  at  0700H  by  elements  of  the  2nd  Battalion,  47th  Infantry  (Meeh), 
All  elements  closed  the  ^se  camp  at  1653H, 

11*  (C)  RESULTS. 

a.  Enemy  Losses  t 

(1)  Personnelt 

65  VO  KIA  (BC)^  3  1  HOI  C)i\NH„  51  Detainees. 

(2)  Fortifications  and  build^st 

*  •  I 

A4' militi^.  structuros  and  661  fortifications  destroyed, 

'  “•  ■■  ■ 

(3)  Materiel  (captured  .md  destroyed)  t 

20  small  arms  weapons,  12,335  small  arms  rounds,  20  lbs  TNl'  c-^plur^ 
124  artillery  rounds,  13  nines,  and  58  grenades  destroyed, 

(4)  Foodstuffs! 

14*3  tons  rice,  0,8  tons  salt,  and  7  gallons  cooking  oil, 

(5)  Miscellaneous I 

5  lbs  docunents,  5  lbs  medical  suppllos,  2  bicycler.,  1,7  Inns  oj 

ccstent, 

b.  friendly  Losses! 

(1)  Perscmeli 

10  KHA,  52  WK.\. 

(2)  Materiel! 

1  AVLB,  1  K|iA3,  7  ACAV's  dasiv^w), 

0*  Followup  action  by  friendly  ground  forces  continues  to  be  han{>er«>d  by 
the  difficulty  of  cross  ecuntry  movant,  VAiernrar  a  target  area  ia  reasonably  am* 
eessible  lamedinte  vet  ion  is  initiated  |  however  the  percentage  still  remains  rol^ 
tively  low* 
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u.  (u)  ffiTTlBS. 

••  LofitUet. 

(I)  Rosupplyt 

(a)  Method  of  Operation* 

During  Oporaticn  AKRON,  the  regiment  was  under  the  operatlcnal 
control  of  the  9th  Infantry  Division  and  reoolved  logistical  support  from  the  Blaok- 
horse  Base  Camp  (LONO  QIAO;  supply  facilities*  The  5rd  Squadron  with  attached  units 
was  the  principal  recipient  of  the  support*  The  551st  Ll^  Maintenance  Company  and 
the  506th  Supply  and  Service  CompcQy  which  are  located  In  the  base  camp  and  the  3rC 
Ordnance  Batt^on,  Class  V  point  at  LttfG  BINH,  {rovlded  the  support  for  the  operation 
through  the  base  comp  facilities*  Resupply  to  tho  forward  areas  was  accomplished  by 
the  use  of  CH-A7  and  UH-ID  helicopters  while  wheeled  vehicles  moved  the  itoms  from 
the  depots  to  the  base  camp* 

The  squadron  trains  remained  at  LONG  GIAO;  wheeled  vchlclem  wrm.  dispatched  to 
dase  *  * JV  supplies  and  repair  parts  fTon  the  506th  Supr^  and  Service 
Compaq  and  the  55i*t  Light  Maintenance  Company  respectively  for  transportation  to 
the  s^ddron  trains  area*  At  this  point  they  were  pepared  for  aerial  movement  (sling 
loaded)  to  the  forward  area  on  CH-47  helicoptere*  Class  V  supplies  ware  moved  over¬ 
land  from  LONG  BUM  to  LONG  QIAO  by  organic  5  ton  trucks  and  trucks  from  the  709th 
Transportation  Battalion* 


(b) 

Coneumptlon  data 

(transported  by  CK-47)* 

Unit 

Sorties 

ilttf  m  imp 

Class  I 
(C  nation*) 

Water 

mr 

U 

2860 

750 

308  eases 

5600 

TTp  I 

42 

7400 

34600 

282  cases 

5600 

Trp  K 

A2 

9790 

34250 

463  cases 

6400 

Trp  L 

42 

9515 

49300 

390  CAsee 

6400 

CoK 

42 

13850 

25525 

365  oases 

5600 

Row  Stry 

28 

1559 

206500 

26  oisee 

4000 

Mort  Btry 

18 

uoo 

151000 

98  caeos 

B-7-9  Arty 

10 

33000 

1200 

Totals 

238 

43605  gollcne 

534925  lbs 

1932  cases 

34800  giUone 

(217*U  tons) 

(2)  Malntenoneei  Operation  AKRON  continued  to  diow  tho  value  of  lo^ 
Ittical  support  by  olr*  in  other  operations  repair  ports  were  airlifted  to  field 
locations*  Major  assenbllea  ware  also  moved  the  some  way  accompanied  by  maintenance 
eontaot  teams*  Major  assemblies  replaeod  during  the  operation  Included  two  WA'O 
englnesi  three  M113  engines,  three  MA8A3  transmissions,  five  MA8A3  final  drives  and 
three  N113  fi&al  drives*  A  total  of  six  MA&O  tanks  wore  deodllned  for  major  cobh 
ponente  and  all  but  two  were  repaired  within  36  hours  in  the  field*  The  remaining 
two  were  evacuated  to  the  551st  Light  Milntenanee  Ccnpnny  at  the  base  camp  for  3rd 
echelon  repairs*  Eleven  armored  personnel  carriers  (K113)  were  deodllned  during  the 
operatloni  two  of  them  were  evacuated  to  the  55l8t  Light  Milntenanee  Coaptny  for 
repair* 


(3)  Treatment  and  evacuation  of  oasualtlovt  Casualties  incurred  during 
Operation  AKRON  wore  light  with  the  vast  majority  of  thorn  occurring  on  19  June  as 
the  result  of  the  VC  attack  on  the  3rd  Squadron  Coenond  Post*  Backup  medical  support 
for  the  equadron  woe  provided  by  the  24th  and  93rd  Evacuation  Hoepltale  In  LONG  BINH 
nd  the  7th  Burgleal  Noepital  and  37th  Medical  Cenpany  in  the  base  camp* 

e»  Cemnleatlons:  Operation  AKRON  was  unique  to  the  regiment,  in  that  tho 
reglMRtal  headqiuartere  remained  in  the  base  emp  and  thue  woe  able  to  toko  advantage 
of  all  base  eemp  eennaiaatione  faellitioe* 

(1)  Preliminary  Planet  Very  little  preplanning  was  neceesory  as  the 
regiment  had  already  reeelved  VHP  and  eomnunieatlone  center  support  from  the  9th 
Si^ml  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  Dlvleion*  In  addition,  coenunleatlone  hod  been  ire- 
vieuely  ectabliehed  in  the  9th  Division  PM  and  AM  radio  nets* 
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(2)  Ccranuideatlcns  to  higher  headnuartere: 

(a)  FM  •  Prior  to  tho  boginning  of  Operation  AKRON  the  regiment 
was  already  operating  in  the  9th  Infantry  Diviaicn  CG  Conunand  Net  and  the  Intelligence 
Net|  with  no  diffieulties  encountered* 

(b)  AM  •  The  reginent  entered  the  Division  Operations/Intolligenco 
AM  RATT  Net  prior  to  Operation  AKRC^^  therefore  traffic  was  already  being  passed 
before  the  operation  coosnonced* 

(3)  CcnainicatioRs  fTon  the  base  campt  Since  the  regiinont.il  command 
post  did  not  displace  fTcn  the  base  camp«  normal  base  camp  facilities  wore  fully 
utilized*  Continuous  radio  contact  was  maintained  with  the  operating  squadronJi 
plus  attached  unitSf  throughout  the  operation* 

(4)  Radio  nets  and  telephono-tolotypo  cii'cuits  utilized: 

(a)  Radio  Nets: 

^  FM  -  Normal  regimental  FM  hots  were  employed  as  wull  as 
entry  into  the  9th  Infantry  Division  nets  (sec  Appendix  1  to  .Innex  I)* 

2  AH-AM  RATT  -  contact  was  maintainod  in  the  9th  Division 
Operationo/lntelligonco"’Net  (tee  Appendix  2  to  Annex  I), 

(b)  Telephone  Circuits t 

X  Common  User  -  Normal  base  camp  cotisnon  user  circuits  were 
maintained  and  utilized*  In  additioni  conmon  user  circuits  wore  established  to 
the  Reliable  Main  switchboard  (see  Appendix  3  to  Annex  I)i 

2,  Sole  User  -  Sole  user  telephone  circuits  were  tistablishod 
between  the  regimental  TOC  and  the  9th  Division  TOC.  These  consisted  of  G>V>>*3 
TOC»  0-3  Air/3-3  AItj  and  an  Artillery  Coordination  circuit*  In  addition,  a  sole 
user  eireuit  trm  the  reglaental  TOC  to  the  let  Australian  Task  Force  TOC  was  re¬ 
established  (see  Appendix  3  to  ^Inr.ex  I)i 

(c)  Teletypewriter  Circuits:  The  normal  baso  comp  tclctypwrltt«r 
circuit  tras  utilized  for  everyday  administrative  nnd  logistic  traffic.  A  separate 
tactical  teletype  circuit  was  eatablished  between  the  regimental  c.vsr.and  port  and 
the  9th  Divlsioni  providing  a  quick  roacticni  sucuro,  page  copy  capability. 

d*  Administration: 

(1)  Ocnoral*  The  idministrntivc  plan  utilizud  durln.-  Oporatlon  /KRWl 
was  essentially  the  same  as  when  search  .md  destroy  opcratifjno  arc  conductud  by 
the  sc^iodrons  in  the  regiment's  TACR.  Since  regimental  hoadouartors  rcRuainod  in 
base  camp  no  nocosslty  existed  for  administrative  personnel  to  move  to  a  field  loca¬ 
tion*  No  administrative  diffieulties  dcvclop-d  during  the  optraticn* 

(2)  Casualties: 

KlUod  by  Hostils  Action 

Wounded  by  HostlU  Action 

Missing  by  Hostile  iction 

Non  BattU  Ovd 

Non  Battle  Injured 

(3)  Personnel  Servieust 

(a)  Religious*  £*ja  ai  ’civicos  were  ...nduetod  wUh  '  trt  t 
attendinee  of  69A  for  personnel  of  all  faitht . 
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(b)  Sp«ei&l  Servloes.  No  special  sorvieos  aetlvitios  wore  crow 
dufttd  in  thf  flild* 

(o)  Post  E}cehange»  Post  cxehonge  faelllties  wore  not  available 
to  units  Involved  in  the  operation.  Jesting  baso  oomp  facilities  were  available 
and  utiliifd  when  the  situation  pemitted. 

Ur  (U)  8P8CLU.  Kgmto  AW)  TECHMKWS. 

The  regiaent  enployod  no  sj^eial  equipnont  or  techniques  during  Oporaticn 

AKRGN. 

U.-  (C)  COMMANDgl«S  AN.\LYSIS. 

Operation  /JCRON,  as  did  Operations  JUNCnON  CITY  I  and  M/iNn\TT/iN,  proved 
to  be  a  sueeessf\d  operation  not  oi^  fron  the  standpoint  of  casualties  inflicted 
im  the  ensBQr«  but  al?o  the  nuober  of  base  areas  denied  hin.  For  the  first  tim.,  the 
enengr  chose  to  engage  aroorod  cavalry  forces  of  tho  3rd  Squadron  in  a  night  attack} 
othtfwise,  the  oneogr  fought  limited  engagements.  Tho  attack  upon  the  3rd  Squadron 
Cocnand  Poet  on  the  morning  of  19  June  was  successfully  defended  by  Troop  K  and 
3rd  Platoon^  919th  fiigineer  Company  with  few  casualties;  five  of  the  nine  KHi  wore 
sustained  as  the  Viet  Cong  with^ow  and  overran  a  ten  nan  ambush  patrol.  Casualties 
along  the  perimeter  wore  minimal  due  to  the  amor  protection,  despite  laissivc  fLros 
troa  msmy  mortars,  recoiUeaa  rifles,  llPG-2'a,  and  heavy  machine  guns. 

The  base  area  denial  effort  was  accomplished  with  minimal  delay;  tho  extensive 
use  of  engineer  supposrt  to  develop  landing  aoncs  and  lines  of  cocounication  through 
the  jungle  made  tho  enemy  aware  that  his  ones  safe  havens  wore  in  jeopardy.  For 
future  operations,  however,  it  is  'to  apparent  that  the  VC  will  soed  tho  trails 
with  mines.  These,  mines  will  not  stop  armored  cavalry  forces,  but  will  require 
tedious  nine  sweeping  operations,  thus  enabling  tho  enomy  to  escape  through  hidden 
jun^s  trails.  In  oHer  to  eocq;)let6  base  area  denial,  jungle  cloarlng  operations 
must  be  Intensified  to  compartnontize  the  junglo  into  p^ots  of  four  to  six  kilo¬ 
meters  square.  When  sncoy  battalions  ore  being  pursued,  they  aro  forced  into  an 
area  that  is  clearly  defined;  attempts  to  flee  across  jungle  fire  trails  con  be 
easily  observed  and  interdicted  by  close  air  and  gunship  support. 

IS.  (c)  LESSONS  immi 

(a)  Mutually  supporting  nrtillor/. 

Dieeupieni  The  enesy  has  ropoatodly  directed  massivo  ground  attacks 
against  ecnaand  posts  and  fire  support  patrol  bases. 

Observation:  Fire  support  i>atrol  bases  should  bo  within  mutual  sup¬ 
porting  renge  of  lOSmm  or  155aa  artillery. 

\ 

(b)  Itemt  Protective  cover  at  night  defensive  positioos. 

Discusslent  During  mortar  or  ground  attacks,  a  large  nxmibor  of  cas¬ 
ualties  art  sustained ^e  to  follxire  to  utilize  existing  protective  cover. 

ObservaUon:  Armor  vehicle  protestlon  should  bt  utilized  while  sloop- 
ing.  At  s  minlMn,  slseping  areas  should  have  boms  level  %rith  individusl  slocplnc; 
cverhsad  protection  is  dsoirsd. 

(o)  Item:  Ambush  pstrol  and  listening  poet  briefing. 

Discusslent  During  the  attack  on  19  Juno,  ambush  patrols  wort  cut¬ 
off  by  ths  oneagr  and  piimsd  doim  by  onomy  and  friendly  fire. 


ftaenrstiaM  Patrols  and  listening  poets  should  bo  briefed  prior 
to  their  departure  on  sltemste  podtiens,  .«*eutco  of  withdrawal,  and  actions  to  be 
tsk«  If  ths  parent  unit  cootts  uNdv  sttsek. 


(d)  fetpleymcit  of  Seiaaie  Antl-Intrusicn  Devises. 
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“  During  the  attack  on  19  June  the  anti-intrusion  devices 

did  not  prends  early  wnrttlng  of  the  impending  attack*  the  ncticnal  plek-up 
transducers  n^s  onployod  at  a  range  of  100  meters  IVoin  t)]lB  j^i^imeter^  however^ 
the  mm^  strUok  was  initiated  Aran  a  range  of  150  meters 


"  '  ^aenrationi  Consideratioi  must  be  given  to  terrain,  weather  and  the 

pq|l^i.L  iinuny  threat  in  order  to  properly  emplace  t)lb  taotionol  pickup  transducers* 
It  ‘should  be  placed  at  .a.jaiffi^ent^range  to  pick  up  ttibVement  before  an  enomy  attack 
begins*  It  inistV  th'tfeforet-bo'bey^  the  point  at  which  the  eneqy  would  launch  an 
attack. 


(o)  Itemt  Eagle  Flight* 

Discussion:  Eagle  Flii^ts  consisting  of  an  ainnooilo  sq[uad  in  two 
UH-ID  aircraft  escorted  by  a  light  fire  team  wore  employed  in  open  areas  to  approx 
jond  suspicious  personnel'  by  moving  in  rapidly  and  capturing  civilians  for  immediate 
Interrogattga  by  National  Police  «dio  accompany  the  airmobile  squad* 

Cbscorsationi  This  tactic  has  poven  valuable  and  has  produsod  a 
considerable  amount  of  enemy  intelligence*  If  the  Eagle  Flights  are  used  fre¬ 
quently  they  con  effectivolydoythu  ensBy-ai8e.ofopen  areas  in  the  daylight 
hours  and  hanqxir  their  supply  and  eceBnunieatiom~acttvitlea«^ _ _ 

(f)  Item:  Taeticil  air  strikes* 

Discussion:  Prisoners  of  war  and  Hoi  Chonh's  have  stated  that  tactical 
airstrikes  are  relatively  ineffective  due  to  the  omount  of  time  the  FAC  normally 
spends  over  the  tis^gat  prior  to  a  strike*  Tho  VC  ore  usually  able  to  clear  a  strike 
area  before  the  first  b^s  are  dropped* 

Observation:  Airstrike  effectiveness  can  be  improved  by: 

(1)  Reducing  tho  target  identification  time  by  mirking  the 
target  with  artillery  when  the  filters  are  ready  to  start  the  strike* 

(2)  Daploy  "Dry  Run"  airstrikes  on  an  extensive  basis,  by  havlnr 
a  FAC  go  through  pre-strike  aahsuvers  to  inel$:dc  narking  a  target,  but  not  faring 
ing  in  an  actual  strike*  This  would  ccnAiss  the  enemy  as  to  when  an  airstrike  would 
actually  take  place  and  also  horrass  him  considerably,  sines  he  moves  whenever  a 
FAC  circles  an  area  in  preparation  for  a  strike* 


ANNEX  A  end  APPENDIX  3  ko  ANNEX  I  wlthdr«%m,  Hq*  DA 


mcxDjm  Piai  bu^^not  fiimbd  ^ 


CONFIOeNTiat 

erew  u*<t  (oim  inoi)  3>li  Am<  e«T  ii*|t .  Rt/fMiM*  Mpii  mim 
itje,aooi  Strtoi  iToob.  nw*t*  o»x,  n,  nii  6k3oi»  s,  m,  n. 


//  ARhOa^[/ 

*“*■  A 


/^Bof 


rATF 


45 


4 


conpioential 


.0/ 


fiiWit  c 


/9 


CONFIDENTIAL 

I 

TJtlOCRS  $,  O^rftttoaa  Owrligr  (irtt  of  Optrttiona  -  lOKS)-  Rtftnnet 
VXSIMAN  Xi5&,000,  Sttrlta  llOlh,  SbMts  633OZ9  ZI|  ZZI|  6U30  I,  ll,  ZH, 


e 


CONFIOeNTIAL 

moORD  7,  (^rationf  Verity  (Artt  of  ^erationi  -  LION)  •  Raftronco 
nape,  VITTN/iM  lt50,000«  Sorioi  L701li  Shoots  6330  1,  ll,  IZX|  6^30  I, 
n,  III,  IV, 


53 


Ct/^V  <DeMT/r,i. 

2X 


I 


CONFIDENTIAL 

OPGRD  ]ijit£7  (Op«ttlon  AKRON)  >*ll  And  Cav  Re^  -  Reforoneo  mape,  VIETNAM  li50#000| 
Sarlw  L7QU,  Sheets  63301^  Hi  HI)  6430  1,  II,  HI,  IV. 


00 

-f-s 


/•MAWye 


ClcW  f  »DeMTiAL 

23 


confidential 


BATTLE  OF  SLOPE  30 

Ch  19  June  1967,  the  3rd  Squadron,  11th  ^Un-irod  Cavalry  Regiment,  defuntod  a 
major  Viet  Cong  force  composed  of  two  infantry  battaliono  of  the  274th  H-Un  Force 
Regiment,  reinforced  by  heavy  weapons  elomonts  ft*cin  the  regiment  nnd  the  5th  Viet 
Ceng  Division,  The  enemy  had  attacked  elements  of  the  Squadron  near  SLOPE  30  Hamlet, 
located  30  kilometers  east  of  Saigon. 

SLOPE  30  Hamlet  has  long  been  a  bastion  of  Viet  Cong  domination  in  northern 
PHOUC  TUY  frevinee)*  It  sits  astride  Interprovincial  Route  2,  the  last  lino  of  com- 
wnicaticn  available  to  the  Viet  Ceng  between  the  RiT  DICH  Secret  Zone  to  the  west 
of  the  highway  and  the  R'lY  TAO  Sgerot  Zone  located  to  the  east.  As  the  focril  point 
of  Viet  Ceng  activity  in  tlbe  area,  it  provides  not  only  a  secure  haven  for  enemy 
forces  negotiating  the  province  but  also  servos  as  the  center  for  supplying  those 
troops  Pind  the  local  Viet  Cong  from  noerby  base  enmps.  The  hamlet  is  bordered  by 
a  narrow  strip  of  cultivated  '’nd  rubber  and  coffee  plantations,  Beyond  this 

lie  tho  prinuary  forests  and  jung^la. 

Prior  to  tho  Battle  of  FIOPE  30,  the  3rd  Souadron  participated  in  the  9th  In¬ 
fantry  Divisien's  multi- battalion  OPERATION  AHiON,  initiated  9  June  1967*  The  ob¬ 
jectives  of  this  operation  wers  the  flestruction  of  cneny  forces  and  installations 
in  tho  Viet  Cong  Secret  Zeno  called  the  RiT  BTCH,  Concurrently,  a  major  engineering 
effort  was  directed  toward  tho  establishment  of  jungle-free  oast-wesL  and  nerth-scuth 
lines  of  connunication  to  facilitate  flituro  reentry  .and  exploration  of  this  long¬ 
time  Viet  Cong  sanctuary. 

Initially  tho  3rd  Squadron  pushed  deep  into  the  primary  forest  from  the  eastern 
sector  of  tho  varea  of  operation.  As  the  search  progressed,  tho  squadrcsi  moved  south, 
reaching  the  vicinity  of  SLOPE  30  Hamlet  on  18  Juno  1967,  In  lato  afternoon  on  the 
18th,  tho  souadron  pulled  out  of  the  forest  and  established  troop-sized  defensive 
positions  in  tho  relatively  open  area  to  the  north  and  east  of  SLOPE  30  Rcnlet,  By 
2000  haors  listening  pests,  ambush  patrols,  .'’jnd  .anti-intrusion  devices  had  been  placed 
fnitside  each  perimeter,  •’xirl  dofensivo  concentrations  had  been  fired.  The  disposition 
of  the  iquadrcn  at  this  point  is  shewn  in  Inclooure  1,  For  tho  next  five  hours  the 
Jungle  quiet  was  interrupted  or?ly  by  a  suspected  en^y  movement  north  of  the  Toon 
K  position  .at  2200  heurs  and  b;/  the  harassing  and  interdicting  fires  conducted  by 
the  Howitzer  .’md  Provisioiial  Mortar  n.attoric8. 

Suddenly,  at  0110  heurs  on  the  19th,  the  Viet  Cong  unleashed  a  violent  assault 
ipon  the  souadren  position,  Tc-»m  M  ‘..ith  the  Proviaional  Mortar  Battery,  and  Team  K 
idth  the  Crmn.and  Post,  Hadtzor  Battery,  and  3/919  Ehginoer  Cemp-’ny  wore  hit  simul- 
tonoously  with  mortar  fire  (Inclosure  2;,  The  fire  directed  at  Team  M  .and  tho  Pro- 
idsional  Mortar  Battery  was  apparently  designed  to  destroy  the  firing  cocability  of 
:he  Mortar  Battery  and  +o  create  a  cH version  from  the  main  attack.  While  sustaining 
ihis  barrage  fbr  aloes t  thirty  oinutes,  tho  nortraracn  never  faltered;  they  began  a 
firs  nissicn  which  would  last  for  over  an  hour.  Throughout  the  mission,  koy  porsonnol 
.'smained  exposed  to  call  fire  commands  and  to  rr  ••'lace  ajiiing  stakes  which  were  un- 
jorthsd  by  tho  oneny*  s  attack . 

The  attack  or  the  Team  K  perimeter  was  obviously  not  a  diversionary  tactic.  In 
'.dditicn  to  a  nrrt.'.v  barrage,  the  enemy  struck  with  two  main  force  battalions  of 
•he  274th  Vtet  Cong  Reglosnt  reinforced  by  heavy  v/oapons  elements  of  the  Regiment  and 
)th  Viet  Cong  Divltlon.  Ths  attackers  wuro  armed  with  xmusually  Icrgc  numbers  of 
:nti-tank  .and  autci.iacic  weapons.  They  used  these  weapons  initially  to  deliver  a 
Ithering  fire  cn  the  northern  sector  of  tho  perimeter,  followed  shortly  by  succossivo 
ttsoks  cn  tho  eastern  and  southern  sectors,  Ths  latter  two  attacks  wore  later  founci 
.e  bu  secondary  efforts  .as  tho  main  force  was  positioned  cn  tho  nerthom  sector  ^f 
ho  perimeter. 

In  tho  initial  burst  of  flro,  tho  northo.ist  soetor  of  ths  porimotor,  including 
rd  PLatoon  of  tho  919th  Engineor  Company,  was  hit  severely.  Men  iirtio  wore  blown  or 
noeksd  frcsi  their  machinogun  positiens  cn  the  ^Ormcrod  Cavalry  Assault  Vohielcs  (ACAV) 
•taggsrsd  tonsums  thoir  positions.  If  too  sovorsly  woundod,  they  were  inaodiatsly 
'opiaesd  by  volunteers  from  the  inner  porimotor,  aCAV's  thst  caught  firo  were  saved 
7  offiesrs,  non-ocanlssionod  of  flours,  and  onllstod  men  from  Toam  K,  the  command 
ost,  and  tho  enginoors,  who  movod  from  vehicle  to  vehicle  using  any  available  moans 
0  SKtlngulsh  tho  blaze.  These  same  men  rope.atedly  entered  ths  burning  vshlelos  to 
vaouato  psrsonnol,  equlpaent,  and  .aminititn.  While  rescue  .and  ovaouaticn  measures 
ere  under  way,  officers  from  tho  inner  perimeter  directed  thoir  ACAV*s  fron  this 
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le$e  crlticnl  area  to  tho  throatanc-d  northern  nocLor.  Xn  b  uie  casefi,  ACAV  connnndc.r£, 
upon  •oeing  flank  vehicles  receive  hits,  n<^ofl  thtdr  /iCAVs  to  an  cxpooc^d  |)<-jiltlt)n 
to  cover  the  ev.acuation  of  the  wounded  frm  tho  d-’iiarcd  iiCAVa  -’nd  to  covoi-  I  ho  nowly 
exposed  sectors  of  the  perinotor*  Once  r<!placument  .Ci^Va  wore  noved  into  thi!  brooch# 
they  returned  to  their  ori^^'jial  popitiona. 

Rocover^g  quickly  frcp  the  inltisl  shock  of  the  assault,  tho  defenders  countorcf’ 
vdth  a  dsytit sting  voluas  of  automatic  v/oapen  and  90nin  »..'mnon  fire  v;hich  enntipued  for 
the  next  hour  tnd  twauty  nlnutsi*  The  return  fire  was  so  well  directed  th'.t.  the  /ire 
initiative  passed  Into  friendly  hsndt  at  this  point,  never  to  bo  rollnouithod,  Ltse 
than  two  minutes  after  the  eneay  initiated  his  attack,  tho  Provisional  Mortar  Battery 
fired  lUumlnttlon  In  support  of  the  Team  K  perimeter ,  This  was  followed  by  high 
explosive  and  Illumination  dir acted  to  the  rubber  [uantation  duo  east  of  the  perinetcT. 
FoUwing  these  initial  volleys,  the  fire  was  walked  through  the  coffee  plantation 
and  the  jungle  to  the  south  of  the  perinoter,  At  tlu^  .'i/une  tii.ie^  the  Hi. vita* jr,  Battery 
initiated  a  countar-aortar  flra  plan  in  support  of  ProviulmoL  Mortar  Battery;  ‘At 
■  ■0135-hcurs,  a  flaraahlp  from  the  lid  7th  Tactical  Air  Fcrce  arrived  m  station  to 
provide  continuous  -Illumination  until  first.  ^Ight  i-  the  me  rninp;  This  action  enablct 
'the  mortars  to  shift  to  purely  dafensive  fires*  .  . 

'k  short,  time  later,  a  light  fire.  tc.arii  iron  the  reninent’s  .dr  C.avalry  Troop 
arrived  over  the  battlefield  to  provide  surveill.ancu  t  f  enor-iy  routes  of  ruinforocment 
or  withdrawal*  At  this  time  the  eneiqy's  i.iain  attrick  was  still  directed  toward  the 
north.  After  tho  location  of  tho  ambush  patr'  l  in  tliat  area  was  reaffirmed;  the 
light  flro  team  was  directed  to  engage  tho  enemy  riring  from  thi;  rubber  true  lin*' 
juet  north  of  the  perimeter.  This  was  an  extremely  hazardcus  assignment  since  it  \ 
eallo<l  for  tho  team  to  make  Its  firing  >aso  from  west  t-j  east,  directly  into  the  \ 
trajectory  of  tho  mortar  rounds  falling  th*j  cn*jmy  to  the  o.ast  of  tho  perimeter. 

This  maneuver  succeaded  in  appreciably  docn.asing  the  rnony  fire*  Upon  ccinplcti<n  of 
the  firing  mission  tb#  light  ftora  taam  J«:ttisoned  its  i  .acket  pods  and  voluntarily 
landed  within  the  Team  K  jxirimetor  to  ev.icuate  tho  first  group  of  seriously  wounded,  . 

l/hen  tho  light  fire  dopaHed,  on  Air  Force  ".Puff  tho  Magic  Dra/'oii"  arrived 
on  station  and  Interdicted  possible  enemy  positions  and  routes  of  withdrawal  to  tho 
south  of  tho  porimotor.  As  one  aircraft  expended  its  ordnanco,  another  relieved  it. 
This  firing  was  followed  by  B  Inch  boeitzor  ’ml  lV5mm  gun  support  frem  Battery  A, 
let  Battalion,  93rd  Artillery,  firing  from  tho  Ist  Austrailicn  Task  Force  Base  Camp 
to  the  south  at  NUI  DAT,  This  ordnance  wa.s  directed  toward  enemy  routef.  of  withdrawn! 
to  the  south  and  ease, 

During  the  course  of  the  action,  tli*.  three  •ii.iburl,  patrols  .and  two  liit.fning 

poets  were  ordered  to  remain  in  position  since  the.^  v'<  i.  e  caught  in  ai^  intciuu  cross 
fire.  When  a  lull  in  the  firing  appeared,  the  llst-cining.  ports  fought  a  dcla/ing 
action  back  to  the  perimeter.  Ambush  Patrol  Tv.»  was  ri*)t  cff’cctod  by  the  fire  and  re¬ 
mained  In  position  to  monitor  the  open  Hank  to  the  WMSt*  An.bush  Patrol  Three  was 
pinned  down  and  could  not  move.  Within  minuted  a  six  a*&AV  vol\mtccr  forco  mov.^d  out 
Aron  tho  Team  K  perimeter,  fought  their  way  to  the  patji^,  >and  conducted  a  withdrawal 
to  tho  gfSrliMter#  suffering  no  casualties.  Prior  to  the  withdrawal,  one  patrol  mem- 
bor  liadl  been  killed  and  two  wounded, 

dabuth  Fatrol  One,  with  one  non*  commission*,  d  officer  .and  nino  enlisted  mon  re¬ 
mained  in  foeition  throughout  the  attack,  Th<.y  h*)ri  maintained  contact  with  tho  main 
force  thrdugbout  the  battle  but  enemy  movement,  bctv/ec.n  their  position  and  the  per¬ 
imeter  was  noted.,  and  they  held  fast*  They  wero  not  detected  until  the  Viet  Cong 
began  their  withdrawal  frem  tho  nattlc  .area.  In  tin.  onouang  fight,  tliuy  wu-o  quickly 
ovurrun  by  a  Aronzied  onomy#  throwing  gren.ador.  ajid  firing  autcmotlc  weapons.  Five 
patrol  wore  killed  and  four  woundod.  Six  VI ot  Cong  bodies  wDr»j  found,  V/hon 

the  Team  K  connander  lost  contact  with  tho  patrol,  he  dicp.itchod  a  volunteer  ermorod 
relief  farce  which  searched  until  0310  hours  bofc.ro  tho  survivors  woro  found  .and 
uvaouatodt 

At  0220  hours  the  onooy  bog.an  to  r«*tr«’.»t.  It  w.as  Inati.ally  boltovoti  that  the 
oncey  was  moving  to  tho  northwest,  .and  intrr  liotion  fires  »'crc!  dlrotU;«l  route  s  of 
withdrawal  in  the  area.  Additionally,  Team  I  was  cnm.tlttud  to  purauo  In  that  dlrei^ 
tion^  Subsoquently'g  n  capturod  W  nnd  Vift  Grog  operation  order  for  the  attvek  In¬ 
dicated  that  tho  main  effort  would  withdraw  tc  tho  ca:.t  ta/aiai  Inter rrc-vincial  R<utc 
2  and  ultiaatoly  tewnrd  the  Kal  TAO  Secret  Zone,  nt  this  timu  Team  K  was  ordered  to 


wj^oential 

'■''it' papiult 

to  the  oaati  V/hon  Toon  I  uncovered  little  or.  no  evidence  of  the  eneny  activity  to 
the  northvfeat,  they  were  tlfo  ooaaittad  to  the  pursuit  to  the  cast*  Contact  was 
not  regained;  hokfQVcr,  numerou#  blood-st. lined  trails  were  discovered  in  addition  to 
eight  abandoned  bodies  *  At  the  site  of  the  battle,  Viet  Cong  doad  wore  found;  in 
addition,  2  wounded  Viet  Cong  end  nunerous  weapons  were  collected. 

The  Utter  of  the  battlefield  and  the  eneny's  disorganized  retreat  told  the 
story  of  «  etuimlnf  defeat  delivared  to  a  Viet  Ceng  battalion  epeelflcally  designed 
to  be  esi  emor«de#treylnf  foroe*  Tho  dleeiplino^  rapid  r«Mtien>  and  persoveranee  of 
the  defasdere  had  •ueceeded  not  only  In  blunting  end  repelliag  the  attaek  but  in 
holding  the  enemy  et  e  range  luffleieat  for  the  effeetlww  employment  of  indireet  fire 
8uppprt<*  ftwr  »4ttedron<k  (Airsult  of  the  enony  deatroyed  1%%  efforts  to  regroup  and  to 
conduct  an  organleed  withdrawal.  Subsequent  intelligence  reports  gathered  from  agontr 
the  locAl  population,  and  DUG  THANH  District  Indicated  that  iMge  numbers  of  Viet 
Cong  dead  and  wounded  had  bean  carried  to  the  eaat  and  that  a  large  number  of  the 
wounded  had  died  in  route. 

Subsequent  to  the  action  of  19  Juno  1967>  forces  of  tho  goremraont  of  South 
Vietnam  Launched  pacification  in  the  SLOPE  30  area.  The  Battle  of  SLOPE  30  roproeent 
another  chifcer  In  the  allied  struggle  to  bring  iTormor  Viet  Cmg  strongholds  under 
effoctlvc  goensmmsnt  control. 
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RESULTS  OF  TIES  ACTION 

!•  US  LOSSES t 

a.  KHA:  7  -  K  Trp,  3-11  Cav 

2  •  3rd  Platoon,  9l9th  Ungp  Co 

b,  WHA:  1  -  HHT,  3-11  Arnd  Cav 

U  -  HOW,  3-11  Armd  Cav 
20  -  K  Trp,  3-11  Arad  Cav 
9  -  3rd  Platoon,  919th  Qisr  Co 

Cl  ACAv*b  Danagod:  2  •  K  Trp,  3-11  /irmd  Cav 
2  -  HHT,  3-11  Amd  Cav 
2  -  3rd  Platoon,  919th  Q)gr  Co 

2,  Hhoiqy  Losses 

a.  KIA  (BC)  -  56 

b.  KIA  (Possible)  •  150 

c.  WIA  (BC)  -  2 

d.  PW  -  2 

o,  V/IA  (Possible)  -  200 
f«  Captured  Equipaontt 

(1)  5  RPO-2  Launchers 

(2)  1  M79  Launcher 

(3)  U  /U(-A7  Rifles 
iU)  2  US  Bill's 

(5)  1  Chiacc  Type  50  SliC 

(6)  1  Chicco  Typo  53  Carbine 

(7)  2  Chicco  Type  56  (SKS)  Corbinos 
(6)  2  US  HI  Crj-binos 

(9)  122  Assarted  OVenados 

(10)  9  K79  rounds 

(U)  250  rounds  12.7Bsn  linked 

(12)  1  Chicco  ninht  sight  for  rccoiUoss  rifle 

(13)  5  7^  HR  rounds 
(U)  12  lirG-2  rockets 

(15)  6  llP&i2  Boosters 

(16)  ground  oouat  for  12«7te  x\  NC 

(17)  10,000  rounds  ossorted  SA  sao 

(10)  250  pounds  of  assorted  individual  souilMcnt 

2  Znel 

1  •  Opsratics  Omlny  ^  ^ 

2  •  Sketch  of  SitusticB  JLf 
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Xnelofurt  1|  BattX*  of  SLOPi:;  30 

Kapi  VIETNAM,  lt25,000  -  Shoot  6430  III  N, 
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9th  DlvisiOR  CaoMQd 
{  *^  9th  Dlvltlon  InUllifoaM  Nat 

Uth  Arwrtd  OaTilrr  CoHuad  Nat 
'  ^  Uth  Amored  CmliT  Ziitni:ifOM  Nit 


Appaodis  1  to  Abms  I  Z 


Qpor&tion  A*  RON 
AM  RilTT  Not 


Othor^  DlYiflion  lloaonto 


9th  OlTlslon  0|>&rfttioR  Itolllgooeo  Not 
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I.  ORIGINATINO  ACTIVITY  (CoipOfOlO  mUlhoT) 


OACSFOR,  DA,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 


3.  RKRORT  TITLt 


Combat  After  Action  Report  -  Operation  AKRON,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  (U) 


4.  ottCRiRTiVK  NOTt*  fTVpA  ot  ropotl  mnd  fnefuctv*  dotoa) 


8-  AUTHORUI  (rirat  nmmo,  middia  MilaT,  tmatnmmm) 


9-27  June  1967 


CO,  lith  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment 
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